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E hope it may not be tos late 19 militate 
V \ / againſt the dark Suggeſtions of Tapel 
ſtition : Nor can we think that it 


eſteem d Herrodox, 7 or 4 diſſenting Proteftant ( 


iberty) #0 Frm that of Reforms. _ 
ta- 


gaſping tor his own 
tions, from the quaimteſt Straegems, and moſt nuwearied 
deaveurs of Remiſh Emiſſarics, is put both it and Cnr 
Inquiſition. 

We know they have ſo far maſter d their ancien 
and mask'd their ſanguine looks, with thole ware 
familiar; that theugh we need not mere reaſon then het, we 
need more Skill and caution, or elſe we may to —— — 5 
the force of that vulgar Proverb: Laugh in thy face, an, HEY 
thy Throat. 

They are grewn ſo Compliſant, as none ſcem more exaſperated = 
4t Perſecution then themſelves, (whilſt the very of 

it) decrying the ficrceneſs of ſame Countries (whole 12 
aries they were, and ſtill are) and ins 2 2 all the Blood 
poor Proteſtants 19 ſome unwarrantable civil ſcore ( 


* 


abuſing the Civil 3 with the Execution of — 
own Con N ay fer all their venerable efteem of the \ 
Popes infallibility, they have not ſtuck to moet his 7 
Bulls (though _u ocur'd by their own —_ 

might expreſs their new tenderneſs ; that many unacquainied 

with theis 7 Prattices, are ready to believe them what they 2 
themſelves 10 be, whoſe moral is ts have two frings 10 

Bow, to beambo. dexter, and {uraifh'd wh — do ſuix 
1 of all occaſions, — ron 3 
4". 
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In fhort, I premiſe three 1: Firſt that I cordially be 
' liewe * number of. Romaniſts =: be abuſed 22 | 
through the idle valaminous Traditions of their Church, whom 
1 rather pity iben dare io wrong. © | | 

Secondly, That I Defign nothing leſs then incenfing of the 
Civil Magiſtrate againſt them (were ſuch a thing poſſible) 
: 24 I 75 my ſelf a. Friend is an uni verſal Talleration of F ajth 

Worſhip. 

Thirdly. That the Pamphlet anſwered, being but one 
Sheet,” I confine my Examination to 4 warrow compa(s : - and 
the rather, becanſe a more conſiderable diſcourſe is ander my pro- 
ſent 29.5 ; which, if Providence ſo order it, may ſpeedily be 

1que. 

— let this go for Preface, to that langer Tract, in 
which the Romaniſts way ſee both their igncr ance in the marks 
of 4 true Church, and their little ſbare or Intereſt in thoſe they 
attribute to her a ſuch, 
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a AS geb U aveat at again Papel. 
PT . 12 to argue againſt a Tribe of men, chat 1 1 
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Reaſon Carnal, and Scriptures imper fett, might ri 
deed 2 meer — of the Air, and a task dnly to 

— d by ſuch as are delirons of no Succefs ; 
yet to prevent thoſe who may be deceived, and if poſhblero re- 
claim fach as are; and laſtly, to clear mine own-Conſe 
moſt of all in mine eye, 1 ſhall deſcend to conſider der the n, a 
£ well as «n:rze Confeflions of the 2 in the Pampbles 

- under Examination. 
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PN We believe the holy Scriptures to be of Divine Inſpiration, and | 
Infallible Autbority; and whatſoever is therein Label 10 be 
the 24% God, pag. 1 


Anſw. Certainly theſe Aten muſt either think" we 2 5 
ignorant of their Principles, or we muſt needs conclude they © 
have forſaken them. It is ſo manifeſt that they have rob'd the - 
Scriptures of their Authority, that the Pope hay all; and't | 
havethen only any, when he 1s pleaſed to ſtamp bis! 27 | 
upon them. Thar this is true, how frequent dy we find 
Romaniſts, in their reflections upon the Proteſtants in this occa . 

| fon, That rhey bad nor kyown the Seriptures be be ſuch ; nay, — 
er bave been as an idle T ale to them, has they not been rec ad, 
believ'd and deliver d down, as Divine writ, their Charch ; 
che ground of believing this to be true, an chat to be falſe; = 
been as much that of true Faith, as we know it, by ſi 
to be the cauſe of that ſtupid Superſtition and i Lal eich 


reign amongſt the abus'd AI. RN Cong be — 
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*fallible, as they confeſs ; why are thoſe Poctrines and Pra- 
ctices retain'd in Komiſh Church, which moſt expreſly op- 
poſe the ſence of Scripture, upon the ſingle Edits of the Pope ; 
as that of prohibiting Prieſts te Marry, and Fleſh to be eaten upon cer- 
tain dayes, of which the truly Catholical Apoſtle gives this defi- 
nitive Judgment, they are the Doctrine of Devils >> Nor are their 
Practices, in lieu thereof, leſs Diabolical, ſince their Faſts are 
moſt uſually kept with exceſſive treats of Wine and Sweet- Myass ; 
and their Priefts are notoriouſly allow'd to frequent Stews, or 
to keep as many Strumpets as their Purſe, or Luſt ſhall pleaſe, 
though it be a moſtCar4inal offence, by marrying,to have one ho- 
neſt woman, But thoſe who travel Ira are not unacquainted 
with the Popes gain or taxes on ſuch Places, for which they have 
his Broad- Seal, or open Licence. 

Perhaps ſome will ſay, Theſe are but Minute Matters (howe- 
ver good old Pas. might zealoully ſtile them Doctrines of Devil: ) 
and therefore we will Inſtance in ſomething more important, 
What think the Papifts of their Images? Tis true, that they ſay, 
they don't adore them now, but we know what eſteem their firit 
Ereflors put upon them, and the high Value the Romiſh Church 
places upon the Invefitors ; and tis as impoſſible we ſhould give 
our Eyes the Lye,when we behold them Maſcereinrg their Breaſts 
and Kuee: before thoſe Unſenſible Srocks and Stones, as Remaniſts - 
are wont tu think us moſt abſurd in crediting our Senſes, as if 
that Proverb were of no moment, Seeing is believing, or rather 
Convincing. | | 

Alas, their Popes, Cardinals, Friars, Nunneries, Holy-dayec, 
with other Points more Docttinal yet to be examin'd; Whence 
came they? What Scriptureever Authorized ſuch Practices in 
the Chriſtian Church ? P. told the Churches, He had not bees 
wanting to declare the whole Council of God amo them; and yet were 
they wholly ignorant of theſe things, and that for above three 
Hundred Years after, | ' Arr. 

Therefore we infer, that ſince there is that manifeſt jar be- 
twixt this piece of their Profeſſion, and their preſent Practice, 
as well as Doctrine, they have-cither relinquiſht their former 
Faith, or play the wretched Impoſtors with the People; I with 

the firſt, but fear the laſt. * | 
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Aviſw. A poor ſhift to invalidate Scriptures, and entitle their 
on Traditions to the honor of a Rule, and as what moſt apt 
ly ſhould decide all Controverſies 

Peters words imploy'd, to render this pretence more plauſible, : 
are miſerably miſapplyed. The 5 only ſays, That Paul 
had: writ to them concerning the long-/wffer ing of God, that it 
was Salvation ; the preſent Subject handled im, and that 
in thoſe Epiſtles Paul had ſome things hard to be underſtood ;. 
But what were thoſe things? not thoſe in controverſie betwixt 
us and the Pit, nothing being more notorious And who” 
were they that wreſted them but the unlearned and unſtable, 
not in the wiſdom of this World | that being Science, falſſy ſo« 
called l but Wicked and Ungodly men, as the profuſe Atheiſt of 
the times in bis frequent abuſe of the Scripture by his ſcurrilous- 
milmrerpretation of it; for as the wiſe men ſaid, To fear God, i 
Fiſdeow (or true Learning) and —— from Iniquity, that is 4 
4 good ies gms, hem as Jeſus Chriſt ſaid, They the ny 
will ball yew of my ne : How then can the Piti infer from 
hence, that the Scriptures are imperfect in the more Fundamen- ' 
tal points of Faith and Workhip ? Is it a Divine, Authoritative, 
Infallible, and Imperfe& Scripture too? Can it be the Word of 
God, and yet wanting of iency. | 

A Free General Council 1s a Monſter in the R i Church; 
How dare they talk ſuch Language here in England, who know 
the Sevetity of the Feſnites and Pois Faction — — 


— 


the Sens What meant thoſe ill reſentments againſt 

| and Serjean of England, and Welchof Ireland in Rowe If this 
2 Ilititudlinarian, or new kind of Popery had not diſguſted : Nor 
can I take it for an inſtance of their return; but as the nent beſt 

»p to the exorbitancy of Popiſh infallibility. | — 
. ” ſhould be L «bd > F 


| thheuld a Council be call'd for? that 
ceived or diſowned; then muſt a General Council ern 
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- and Underſtanding, or elſe men muſt be concluded to believe 
againſt their belief, by plurality of Votes; a thing ridicutous, 
with half-witted people. If Gods Grace, and the Seripeare Re- 
cord be not ſufficient , Reaſon and Experience tell us, that C- 
neral Councili are much more inſufficient : Beſides, this were to 
uſher in all kind of impiety ; for whatever Imereſt in the Gene- 
ral Council (as that of Trent) concludes, as requiſite to be re- 
ceived or done, that muſt indiſpenſibly be obey d; ſo that the 
morral or dofirinal Good or Evil of an Att, or Principle (in, and 
feom a mans own judgment”) ſhall not be oblieging ; but be 
muſt be bound againſt his own Senſe, Reaſon and Faith. 


The Senſe of Antiquity and their own 
Authors. 


Their pretence of uſing Tradition, for a neceſſaty Supply to the 

Defects of the Scripture, is a meer ſuggle: lince > only evade 
the clearneſs of the one, to ſhrowd their detective Doctrines under 
the abus d Antiquity of the other. For it is well known, that by 
their Expurgatory Indices, they have endeavor'd to purge the works 
of the firſt Fathers of ſuch matters as might make to the overthrow 
of their ſuperſtitious Doctrines. This is evident out of Zaniae, 
in the caſe of Bertram, elder then Theophilet, Oecumenitu, &c. 
Bellarmine himſelf ſticks not to allow it, but ſhifts it off to an 
Arrian. g : 

This may be farther ſeen; in the Collection Jiu made of 
the Fathers, pag. 28. 2 Edict. An. 1611. In ſhort, whole Sen- 
tences are put out, and whole Sentences put in: much might 
be ſaid of this, but in my other Diſcourſe I ſhall enlarge. 

And what they mean by a Free General Council we may read 
in the Council of Trent, whoſe Symony and Cheat out ·- do all 
Preſedents : Befides, theſe men little dream of one Tarrecremem - 
ta, that in ſo many words tells us, The Pope i the Fonndation, 
Rule and Principle of Faith (which is Gods Gift) for to him it 
belongs, ſays that Doctor, to be the AMeaſwre, Rule, and Sei. 
ence of things that are to be believed, and of things which are neceſſary 

” ' | fo 


; (9) . L rote -- + 
te be believed ume Life Eternal, . Lib. 298 this { 
is the Sting, Conſider the Popes Intereſt, and what that is, 

ſack will be bis Impoſitions : horrible Slavery, and moſtunpar- 
donable Idolatry / For as he can make a new Creed or I 
of Faith, ſo he can multiply new Articles, one upon another,ſays - 
Aug. Triumphus extravag. de Urb: N. 59 Art. 2. Salmeron Pro- 
log. in Com. in Epi. ad Rem. part 3.pag.176. 


II, Of the B. Trinity, of Prayer to 
Saints and Angels. 

i 7 elieve the ſarr he bleſſed Tri- 

PD t, We bambly believe the . ef lefſed Tri 


nity, one Eternal Almighty andincom God, whons only 
we Adore and Worſhip, as alone having aign Dominion over all 
things, to whom only we acknowledge, 4s due from Men and Angels, 
al Gl , and Service, and Obedience, abhorring from aur hearts («« 
a moſt deteſtable Sacriledge) to give our Creators Hononr to any Crea- 
ture whatſoever, | | 


Anſw, Theſe fine words look newly ſtampt out of the Jeſu- 
its Mint: were they as plain, as they are filled with Equivoca- 
tion, the Romaniſt would deceive us all in our Opinion of 
him, concerning the Point in controverſie, Obſervebis Cun- 
ning. — 

His words of the Trinity are modeſt, neither highly Arena. 
an, nor yet Soecinian, as ſome Phraſe it, but calculated to 
oth Meridian; : Yet, bow men can own God, and deny the ex- 

preſs Rules of bis Spirit, as moſt preciſely mention d in the Scrip- 

tures of Truth, is to me a Paradox. But how much the 

x#itors of the Romaniſts have been injurious to the Chriſtian Faith, 

by their multiplied obſcure Phraſes about the Tringy, is not un- 

known to ſome. 

He thinks to clear himſelf of Imager) but plainly ketches bim- 
ſelf in his own Reſervations: W — Honour does he T 

l | | 4 
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God ? That which is due to bim, as having ſover aign Domi nion over all 
thirigs:he does not ſay that none is due to Saints or Angels.T hey ab- 
hor to give their Creator's Honour to any Creature; hut do they deny to give - 
any Hi, Honour to Images, or the Repreſentations of Saints 

and Angels: Of this they are Silent, but we know they do. 


Pap. And therefore we ſolemnly proteſt, that by the Prayers we ad- 
dreſi to Angeli and Saints, we intend no other then humbly to ſollicite 
their aſſiſtance before the Throne of Grace; not that we hope any thing 
from them as original Authors, but from God through feſus Chriſt our 
enly Mediator and Redeemer. | 


Anſw. *Twere endleſs to bring the Contradictions of their 
own Authors, to the ſence theſe words ſeem to import, and yet 
they are ſo laid as to admit of various Conſtructions; an Are 
they are greatly Maſters 75 

Firſt, What ground have they to believe that ſuch Sollicitati- 
ons have ſuch effects; the Scriptures are ſilent in the Caſe; nor 
was it the Practiſe of ſeveral Ages after that of the-Apoſtles , fo 
that it is neither warrantable by the Scripture, nor the moſt un- 
ſpotted Tradition. 

Nor do we ſay that the Papiſts ever held thoſe Images to have 
any vertue (imply from within themſelves, but that God was the 
Y ru Author: Yet their own words imply, they may be mediate 

«thor of benefit to us. 

And what is it but to contradict themſelves, to ſay, they own 
but one Alediator Chrift Jeſms? And yet to allow a Mediating Pow- 
er to Saints and Angels, at the Throne of Grace. If People 
will be Phr3s'd out of their Religion, they may; but ſuch de- 
ſerve to be Papiſts who have ſo mean an Opinion of .their own 
Underſtandings, as to embrace theſe croſſing Confeſhons for ſin- 
cere Aricles of Faith, 


The Senſe of Antiquity. 


Imag es of old were not admitted to be in Churches (ſo called) 
Simon Mag as being theis moſt notorious Fender, and by whoſe 
| E- 


* ? * 
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Example they were firſt reverenced. The Gnfticks, and Carpi- 
crations, are charg'd with this Popiſh Veneration, as Heteticks 
in Theodoret lib. 1. rs Sa Heret. Fabul-- Irenexs de Heref. lib. 
1. Cap. 23. It is forbidden to na to uſe that deceitful Art (ſaid Cle- 
ment Alexandrixs more then 1300. Years ago) lib. 6. Strom. 
The Pictures of what was Worſhipped were prohibited to be 
painted on the Walls, or that there ſhould be any Images (in 
Churches ſo called) Thus in the Council of Eliberis, Placnit Pi- 
Fur as in Eccleſia eſſe, von debere, ne quod collitur, ant ador atur in 
rietibus depingatur, Con. 36, So Aupvit, de Morib. Eceleſ. lib. 


1. Cap. 24. 


— 


III. Of Juſtification, of Merits, 
ap. We firmly believe that no force of N are, wor digni 
P p y force of Nat _ 22 


beſt Worte, can merit pu iſcation; but we 
by Grace through the Redemption that is in Chrift Jeſme. 


Anſw, The Roman Catholick, is ſo far from firmly believing 
what he ſays, that upon his own avow'd Principles he believes 
nothing leſs firmly, Can any ſober Perſon think, that to be 
juſtified for the ſake of Works is to be juſtified by Grace? If ſo, 
Contradictions are moſt Reconcilable, Darkneſs may not un- 
aptly be tearm d Light: this is the very Caſe that Paw of old ſtre- 
nuouſly ar gu'd againſt the Meritorians of his time, If of Grace 
then notot Works; ifof Works, then not of Grace, 

It. is to mock the World to ſay, That Remi d to be 
juſtified by Grace, who have for Ages impleaded that rine, 
as Dangerous and Heritical : Fefarmine in his Diſcourſe of this 

point is moſt plain, and more modern Authors follow his ſteps, 
But they ſay. | 


Pap. All other Merits ( according to aur ſenſe of that word) i- 
fies no more then Actions done by the Sib ance of 2.45 Grace, . 45 1 
he has promiſed a Rewar dom;hns we believe the Merit or dable- 
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ef holy living (both which figns 
bil far oe Ie 
the Grace and Bounty of God. 


the [ame with ws) eviſer net 
, 45 they are ours, but from 


Anſw, Methinks theſe men are run to a narrow ſtraight, who 
venture to reconcile Merits and Grace : They cannot wholly . 
be divorced from Merits, and yet would they fain eſpouſe Grace; 
& by ſeeking to wed both, they do not a little manifeſt their own 
palliated Deligns : for either they muſt confeſs themſelves, and 
all their Anceſtors moſt ignorant Perſons, that they could ne- 
ver find any diſtinction betwixt Merit and Grace before; or 
elſe they would retain the force of their Meritorious Opinion, under their 
more general Conceſſion of Geds Grace; a way of evading, they are 
not a little skilled at. 

Nor is there leſs difference betwizt Meri: and Rewardable- 
neſs, as they phraſe it, then betwixt the Middle and the End- 
Grace and Merit, as ſtated by Calviniſts and Papifts, are taken, 
for Faith without Works, and Works without Faith, like the two Poles, 
Doctrines the moſt o _ now Rewardableneſs is neither, but 
ſomething in the middle, and indeed the moſt true, for, Grace 
174 — requiring nothing: Merit, « 4 Work, proportioned 
rot es : Rewardableneſs is a Work, without which God will not he- 
ftow his favour, and yet not the meritorious canſe , for that there is no 
proportion betwixt the Work that is finite and temporary, and the 
Reward which « infinite and eternal ; in which ſenſe both the Crea- 
ture obeys the Commands of God, and does not merit, but ob- 
rain only; and God reward: the Creature, and yet ſo as that he 
gives too. But the Papiſts are very far from this medium, and 
their ſhuffling this Doctrine of Merit, betwixt Grace and Re- 
wardablexeſs, only ſhews how unwilling they are to venture it 
inthe plain Field, and not that any — of reſemblance is 
berwixt it and them, they being of three diſtinct Natures and 
Significations. 

Beſides, tis wretched to think by what wayes the abuſed 
Romaniſts fancy to merit faſfification ; not by keeping the morral 
Law, as we ſhall ſhew anon ; not by fulflling the evangelical Pre- 
cepts, but by their vain Kepetitions of their Ave-Mariar, Beads, Faſts, 
Feaſts, Holy-dayes, Adoration of Images, Frequenting of Maſſer, Pray- 
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ing to the Dead ; Invoking the * Mary, (or her Interceſſion; 
Signing themſelves with the Croſs ; abſtaining from Flab; and Prieſts 
from Marriage ; by 22 [ome Not oy ion Fa, fer the 
their Church; whether 1 Milling 4 Prince or blowing »p4 State; Theſe, 
and the like practices (ſtrange and exotick to the Primative and 
Chriſtian Faith and Worſhip) are the grand motives to Juſtifi- 
cation, and ſometimes my bave gone ſo high, as to deſerve a 
cannonizing at Rome it ſelf. Thus briefly have I given an ac- 
count of their Merits and Juſtification. 


—— 


— — 


Iv. Of che H. Euchariſt. 


PV. In the holy Eucbariſt, er moſt Venerable Sacrament of the Bo- 
© dy and Blood of our Lord ;, we acknowledge that there are, as in all 
other Satraments, T wo things : the Viſible 5 g, Which x the Forms 
of Bread and Wine, to which no Catholique may or doth direct his Wor - 
ſhip ; there is alſe Inviſible Grace ſignified, tbe Body of our Lord, whom 
being preſent we worſbi with all poſſible Reverence, for ſo great a Bleſ- 
fing warranted herein by our bleſſed Lord himſelf in twoof the Goſpels. 


Anſw. Above all other Inſtances, this is the moſt pregnant, 
for defence of our Aſſertion; namely, That either theſe men have 
relinquiſhed their old Dofrine, or elſe they go aboxt to put the Trick, 

nw : We hear no word at all of Tranſabſtantiation herein, the 
moſt ſacred of their myſterious Abfurdicies ; but what we are at 
great pains to obſerve and colle&, ung they are aſhamed of 
Xt, and willing ir hould paſs under ſome more general Phraſe, 
and leſs offeniive : How ever by that Expreſſion of the Body of 
our Lord, - whom being preſent we Adort ,, we gueſs their meaning, 
but how incoherent wich their own words, as well as Reaſon, 
may cal y appear. — | 

Firſt, They acknowledge that it is a Sacrament, or Sign. If 
fo, it is impoſſible that it thould be at the ſame. time, both the 
Sign, and the thing ſgmified ,, for if the very Body of Chriſt be 

| prefent, 


44. ar \ 24% K 1 ; - : (12) a \ * þ | l 
ef holy living (both which ſignifie the ſame with us) ariſes not 
he ſelf a our FR yr on 45 they are ours, but from 
the Grace and Bounty of God. 


Anſw. Methinks theſe men are run to a narrow ſtraight, who 
venture to reconcile Merits and Grace: They cannot wholly . 
be divorced from Aſeritt, and yet would they fain eſpouſe Grace; 
& by ſeeking to wed both, they do not a little manifeſt their own 
palliated Deligns : for either they muſt confeſs themſelves, and 
all their Anceſtors moſt ignorant Perſons, that they could ne- 
ver find any diſtintion betwixt Merit and Grace before; or 
elſe they would retain the force of their Meritorious Opinion, under their 
more general Conceſſion of Gods Grace ,, a way of evading, they are 
not alittle skilled at. 

Nor is there leſs difference betwizt Merit and Rewardable- 
neſs, as they phraſe it, then betwixt the Middle and the End- 
Grace and Merit, as ſtated by Calviniſts and Papifts, are taken, 
for Faith without Works, and Works without Faith, like the two Poles, 
Doctrines the moſt o _ now Rewardableneſ; is neither, bur 
ſomething in the middle, and indeed the moſt true; for, Grace 
is a free Gift, requiring nothing: Merit, 4 Work, proportioned 
rot es : Rewardableneſs is a Work, without which God will not be- 
ftow his favour, and yet not the meritorious canſe; tor that there is no 
proportion betwixt the York that is finite and temporary, and the 
Reward which is infinite and eternal; in which ſenſe both the Crea- 
ture obeys the Commands of God, and does not merit, but ob- 
rain only; and God reward: the Creature, and yet ſo as that be 

ives too. But the Papiſts are very far from this medium, and 

their ſhuffling this Doctrine of Aterit, betwixt Grace and Re- 
wardableucſe, only ſhews how unwilling they are to venture it 
in the plain Field, and not that any thing of reſemblance is 
berwixt it and them, they being of three diſtinct Natures and 
Significations. 

Beſides, cis wretched to think by what wayes the abuſed 
Romaniſts fancy to merit faſtification , not by keeping the morral 
Law, as we ſhall new anon; not by fulfilling the evangelical Pre- 
cepts, but by their vain Kepetitions of their Ave-Mariar, Beads, Faſts, 
Feaſts, Holy-dayes, Adoration of Images, Frequenting of Maſſes, Pray- 
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ing to the Dead; Invoking the dry Mary, for her Interceſſion, 
ky 19 ning themſelves with the C roſs ; abſtain from Fleſh; and . 
from Marriage; by 5 ſome Not or touas Fal, fer the of 
their Church, whether by killing a Prince or blowing np 4 State; Theſe 
and the like practices (ſtrange and exotick ro the Primative and 
Chriſtian Faith and Worſhip) are the grand motives to I uſtifi- 
cation, and ſometimes _ bave gone ſo high, as to deſerve a 
cannonizing at Rome it ſelf. Thus briefly bave I given an ac: 
count of their Merits and Juſtification. | 


—— 


— — 


| V. Of the H. Euchariſt, "3 


P Is the holy Euchariſt, er moſt Venerable Sacrament of the Bb- 
4 py and Blood of our Lord; we acknowledge that there are, as in all 
other Satraments, Two things: the Viſible S gn, which x the Forms 
of Bread and Wine, to which no Cat holique may or doth direct his Wor - 
ſhip ; there is alſs Inviſible Grace ſignified, the Body of our Lord, whoas 
being preſent we worſhi with all poſſible Reverence, for ſo great 4 Bleſ- 
fing warranted herein by our bleſſed Lord himſelf in twoof the Goſpels, 


Anſw, Above all other Inſtances, this is the mot pregnanr, 
for defence of our Aſſertion; namely, That either theſe men have 
relinquiſhed their old Dodtrine, or elſe they ge aboxt to pet the Trick 

ws: We hear no word at all of Tranſabſtantiation herein, the 
moſt ſacred of their mylter1ous Abfurdiries ; but what we are at 
reat pains to obſerve and collect, perhaps they are aſhamed of 
it, and willing it hould paſs under ſome more general Phraſe; 
and leſs offenuye: How ever by that Expreſſion of the Body of 
our Lord, - whom being preſent we Adore ,, we gueſs their meaning, 
but how incobzrenct wich their own words, as well as Reaſon, 
may cal appear. No | 

Firſt, They acknowledge that it is a Sacrament, or Sign. If 
fo, it is impoſſible that ir thould be at the ſame. time, both the 
Sign, and the thing ſignified ,, for if the very Body of — cop 
preſent, 
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preſent, corporally, (as they uſe to aſſert) it cannot. be Sacra- 

mentally ſo, but Really and Corporally there; which « deſtruftive 

of the nature of a Sacrament,” which is but the Repreſentative, or 

2 of ſomething Myſtical, thereby reſembled and ſigni- 
ed. 

Secondly, If this Doctrine were true, their Lerd would be 
made by their Prieft , for till he ſays the words, there is no real 
Preſence, and fo the Creature (and ſometimes a fad one too) 
makes his Creator , which is nothing ſhort of-wretched Blaſ- 

hemy. 

Thirdly, The Lord, they Adore, and Reverence, they Eat ;, and 
he that made Heaven and Earth, 1s comprehended of the Crea- 
rure, 

Fourtbly, I know but of one Goſpel, perhaps they know of 
two, becauſe they ſeem to own Principles ſo contrary to the 
true one, but let that be accurſt, If they would have us under - 
ſtand by their Expreſſion, two of the Evaengeliſts, then tis not 
unlikely but we may ken their meaning, and what they referr 
to, mult be Chriſts benediction of the Bread and Wine, and 
the giving them both to his Diſciples, ſaying, Take, this is my 
Bod); and take, this is my Bld. But what then? Can any think 
that Chriſt gave his Body with bis Body ? That it was the Giver 
and the Gift ? That it was the body Bleſſing ,and the body Bleſt? Did the 
ſame Body hold the ſame Bedy in itt own — And was it eaten hy 
the Diſciples, and yet without them ? And mas it no bigger then a (mall 
piece of bread, and yet of the proportion of a Man? And was it in- 
ſenſible, and broken with their Months, ard Jet whole and ſenſible out of 

them; and all at the ſame inſtant of time. 

Laſtly, Could every one of the Tnelve ear, the very whole body, and yet 
be that very body which was viſible with them ? and all this while one and 
the ſame Body? But methinłs I hear Ecchoing from ſome Popi/b 
Zealet no ſmall Anathema, for offering to affront ſo ſacreda My- 
fery,! with ſo many carnal Cavilt, and vain Interrogatories. 

To whom I (hall anſwer, once for all, in this point, that 1 
ſtand amazed, bow any man of ſence can be a Papift, when 
the only demonſtration of his Religion, muſt be his. not underſtanding 
it. 


Many 


- 
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Many fond Abſurdities unmentioned (for brevity) might 
have been obſerved : For, Reaſon never triumphed mare ever any Op- 
wion, then this ſenſeleſs one of Tranſubſtamiation ; which may be one 
very good Argument why ſo much Perſecution has ever atten- 
ded the disbelief of it. 


The Sence of Antiquity, and their own 
Authors. 


Antiquity knows it not; For eight hundred years after Chriſt 
it was never heard of, and when ſtarted, with great diſguſts en- 
tertained. ; 

The Council of Lateran, was the firſt that undertook to impoſe 
it; and the Decrees, as to this point, were wholly abortive ; 
tor they are not to be found, as concilliary; this was above twelve 
hundred years after Chriſt. 

Tertullian againſt Marcion lib. 4. cap. 40. Juſt. Mart. againſt 
T riphon the few Greg. Mac. Orat. 2. in Paſh. And Pope 
Gelaſims himſelf, renounced and diſclaimed ir, attributing only 
to it, the nature of a bare figure, 4s retaining the ſubſtance and nature 
of Bread and Wine, And many of their DoQors, Scotus, Bellar. 
Biel, wm aſſure us of its novelt 

But how far are ſuch from the ſpiritnality of the Myſtery & Knowledge 
of the true 15 goo — — pr Le Tf. above 4 
Anti-Iype) who ignorantly affirm the certainty of ſuch a Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, as render that very viſible Elementary Bread and Wine 
at the ſame time, the very inviſible, (piritnal, and glorified Body of 
Chriſt ? by which they make bim a Glerified, Crucified, Viſible, Imviſs- 
ble, Spiritual, Elementary Chrift, all at the ſame time: But more 
of this in my larger Tra, f 


v. Of 
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V. Of Communion in one 


Kind. 


P Ap. We humbly confeſs, that from the beginning of Chriſtiaxity the 
holy Communion was adminiſtred frequently in both, and ſometimes 
in each Kind, according to ſeveral Circumſtances. 


Anſw, We may know him to be a Papiſt by his frequent Ce- 
2 — * it Mould not only prevent People of Ne 
ſeduced by them, but reduce thoſe of the ir own wap, to an utter 
abhorrence of ſo much allowed Apoſt acy. 

How many times has he confeſſed this, that, and the other thing, 
not to be of Primitive Practice and Inſtirution. If the antient 
Chriſtians did Commune in both kinds, upon what better reaſons - 
or motives, was it ſo ſeverely prohibited by Romania ? Is the 
Blood of leſs vertue then the Body? Even that which the Scrip- 
ture frequently commemorates, after this manner, the Blood 
— and ſaved by Faith in hu Blood. But they proceed further, 
and ſay. | 


Pap. Hence the holy Church following the Piety of Chriſtians, who 
inſenſibly became accuſtomed to receive it almoſt univerſally in one Kind, 
upon great Motives did afterwards ordain to have it in one, 45 now admi- 
niſtred, though the receiving of it ſo is not matter of Faith, 


Anſw. Three things are very obſervable from this part of their 
Confeſſion. : 

1. That becauſe ir was ſometimes received in one Kind, accordin 
to Circumſtances, it inſenſibly became received by holy Church, but in 
one Kind: More Nonſence and Falſboad, could not well be in ſo 
many words. (Nonſence) For what conſequence can the latter 
words be to the former; if in each kjnd,then not any one more then 
he other, or why not Blood, and not Bread, as well as Bread, and 

not 
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( 
not Blood: But among the P, the People only pertake of 
the Wafer, ( Faiſbood 7 for Io nejithes have, — can they 
give one Inſtance of that ſlippery or beedleſs way of recei- 
ving it, & is cach kind, but whenever it was taken, for Three 
Hundred Years together, it was in both kinds. 

And what were. thoſe Circumſtances, that we can bear of none 
of them? Horrible Cheats and Idle Impoſtures ! to delude the Va- 
learned and Unſtable : Nor is it leſs Impudence for them to ſay, 
T hat the Church received it in but one Kind upon any ſuch ſcore : t 
Concluſion can never be right, where the Premiſſes are 
falſe. 

2d That wpon great Motives, it was afterward: ordained to be recei- 
ved but in one kind, which great Motives they keep to themſelves ; 
either they muſt think us ſuch Fools as to credit them, hand over 
head, and ſo needed not to mention them; or elſe, they doubt- 
ing their great Metives, to be down - right Diſwaſives with all 
ſober and intelligent People, choſe rather to be lilent, then more 
particular. 

3d That the ſo reverencing of it is no matter of Faith, which is 
ſo notorious an Untruth, as their own A exprelly tell us, 
that Boniface the 8th, and Job» the 22th (if I miltake not; for 
I was, when I met the Pamphet, deſtitute of ſuch Books) high- 
ly contradicted one another, Oe threatning the Prieft to turn 
them out, if they did not adminiſter it in both Kinds; and the 
Other, to Excommunicate them, if not Burn them, in caſethey 

did; which as it ſhews the Eagerneſs of the Popes, ſe there is 4 choice 
piece of Infallabillity to be oblerved : T wo infalliable Popes accnfing 
each et her of groſs Fallabillity. 


Pap. Neither de we believe, religions Conmunicants are hereby be. | 
8 of any benefit is ebeying the Church's Order, fince our Belief 
inſtruft; ns, that our bleſſed Lord us equally preſent in one kind, as in 
both. 


Anſw. To ſay that religions Communicants are not bereaved 
of any benefit by receiving it in one kind, would imply, 
that of irreligious Communicants, the Recei f both Kinds, 
have the advantage; if ſo, * it is al 2 
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that religious Communicants, in both Kinds, have the moſt be- 
nefit : But what Church is it that gives thoſe Orders? A free 

eneral Council o Chriſtians, where men may ſpeak without being 
in danger of their lives? No, but a Cabal of Perſons, pickt, 
with a Probatum eſt ſtampt upon them, out of the Pope: Cloſſet, or 
conclave of Cardinals, before they be admitted into the Aſlembl 
of Judges; as moſt of the Coancil of Trert notoriouſly were (of- 
ren cited by the Author of this Pamphlet) fo that in plain terme, 
the Church is what the Pope and his Cardinals will have it; to 
whoſe Intereſt moſt Councils have ſacrificed their Priviledges, 
and thereby brought univerſal Bondage upon whole Kingdoms, 
and States, 

That Belief which inſtructs them, that Chriſt is equally pre- 
ſent, and therefore no need of receiving in both kiss, muſt needs be 
built upon the Sandy Foundation of Papal Traaition , not that of 
Scripture, Reaſon, or Antiquity, for if that very ſpecifical 
and numerical Vertue, which is in the Bread, be in the wine, 
then Cbriſt is implicitly charg'd by the Rowaziftz, of an inne- 
ceſſary matter: But if there be ſome Vertue ſignified by the 
Wine, more then by the Bread, it i horrid 3 to rob the Jigu, 
much mere the thing ſignified: It is a Swpper, and at Supper there 
mould be to Drink, as well as to Eat. There can be no Body 
without Bloed, and the drinking of bis Bloed, hews a bedding of 
4s Blood for the World, and a participation of it. 

Belides, the Sign is incompleat, and the end of that Sacra» 
ment or Sign not fully anſwered, bupphinly maimed, and what 
God hath put together, they have put aſfunder; ſo that the falſ- 
— Unſcriptural Practice of theſe men, are very ma- 
nifeſt. 


The Senſe of Antiquity, and their 
own Authors. 


Of their diſmembring this Sign or Jigure, their own Council 
of Conftance is very pn, That whereas ſome preſume to affirm, that 
Chriſtian People ought to receive the Sacrament of the E uc har iſt, under 
bork kinds, of Bread and Wine cc. 


Hence 
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(Hendthe Council decrees againſt this Error) Aud that though 
Chriſt did ſo adwiniftes it, and although in the primative Churrh it was 
fo — eſſi ons very large of the Author, and Example) 
we ander E xcommunication, tha no Prieſt communicate te 
the People ander both binds of Bread and Wine, C. C. Seſſ. 13. 80 
ſays 4quin; Com. in 6 John Lect. 7. 

And ſaid Pope Gelapars, Let them reteive in beth kinds, or neither 
Thus Popes 2 Councils, and Doctor againſt Doctor; yet 
will the fooliſh Romaniſts (to ſay no more) vaunt of the unity 
and infallibillity of both. 


; V IJ. Of the Sacrifice of the 
Altar. 


Ap. The holy Sacrifice, _ of the Altar, we clearly believe 

en br to be celebrat in both lgAds „ new it it, according ro tht 
divine inſitation, as bring done in commemer ation of the Lord: bleſſed 
Paſſion on the Croſs, wherein the Bedy and Blood were ſeperated. 


Anſw. Whether it be fair for the Papiſts, to Sacrificeatths 
Altar in both kinds, and refer ® Chriſt words Luke 21.9. a5 2 
divine inſticution, and yerdeny both kinds to the le; as 
no matter of Faith, or eminent regard; Let the Sober jod 
Is the Paſſage of divine Iuſtitution tor the Sacrifice, and not for 
the Sacrament ? Bur it plainly manifeſts the exorbitant pow- 
er they aſcribe to their Church above the Scriptures, ſince with 
them an Order of hers, may, and ought to break, what them» 
ſelves call a divine Inſtitution. 


Pap. Whatſcever therefore propitiatory power, our holy Religion at « 
tributes to this commemor ative far e; ut by vertus of he Favvific 
of the Croſs, as being by this applied to : So that we fill 
acknowledge the Ground of aur Salyation to be derived from our Lords 


bleſſed Paſſion. 
C 2 Anſv. 
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Anſw. Their Affront to God, and ſoggle with men, in 
this very matter, are moſt deteſtable; for notwithſtanding the 
Scriptures expreſly tell us, that we have an High Prieff, that 
needs not Sacrifice once 4 Tear, but who hath fired one Sacri- 
fice ;, and that by the Will of God, we are Sanitified through the 
offering of the Body of *. Chriſ® ONCE for all; and that 

. E Offering pane them that are Sanitified,. Heb, 10, 
10, 11,14, Let do they daily ſacrifice him afreſh, as if his 
firſt were inſufficient, or their daily Sins required a new one, 
But what man endued with the leaſt ſhare of common Senſe, 
can be ſo ſtupid, as to imagine, that Chriſt i ſacrificed by every 
Popiſh Prieſt, when he offers =p a Blood-leſs Fleh-leſ Wa- 
fer. What greater Irreverence can be ſhown to the Witter 
Paſſion of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, making ſuch a Afay. ame of 
his moſt dreadful Agony and cruel Death, as the Jews did with a cru. 

ed Child. 

4 This is ſo much worſe, then the Arenica/ Prieſt-hood, as 
that was before Chriſt, and ſo tipical of his coming, and of 
divine Authority. And this after his coming, whoſe own words 
and Apoſtles (whom theſe Men pretend to Saint, and own) bear 
Record, That ONC Z for all, and by that ON E Offering of 
Himſelf, &c. And conlequently void of all Commiſſion, as 
well as Preſedent. 

The Cheat they put upon men is plainly this, Thar whilſt 
with fine words they ſeem originally to ground their Salvation 
upon Chriſts Sacrifice of the Crofs, they craftily attribute to 
their daily Sacrifices of him, ns ſmall hare of Meris, as ſo many 
mediate and ſecondary Cauſes, which muſt needs be obvious to 
every unbyaſt Reader. Their curious Epithires ſeem only to 
ſerve the place of ſo many Covers, fur the malignity of their 


Sophiſtical Doctrines. 
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VII. Of Prayer in Latine. 


Ap. We freely acknowledge that it is na wayes commanded by the 
Church, that the people fhanld pray in 4 Language they ander- 
ſtand nes. 


Anſw. I perceive the Mar is ſtill upon bis free acknowledg- 
menes; certainly if hat be ſo often confeſſes not to have been the 
practice of the Primitive Church, and to be unwarrantable from 
ber Example, were but abſtracted, there would remain a very 
abrupt and narrow Faith for the Remanifts to explain. 

But he is too ——— upon the word Charch: If by it he 
would have us underſtand, the ancient Chriſtian Church; it is 
true, that no Prayers were made in an unknown Tongue; for 
the Scriptures, of Divine Authority with ber, expreſly condemn + 
it, as irregular, and unprofitable. | 

Let ſuch keep filent ſaid che Apeſtle Paul, 1 Cor.14.28. and Peter 
never contraditted him. But if by the Charch, be underſtands the 
Roman, he is either careleſs of his own reputation (that whilſt 
he makes the moral Law, the ninth head of bis Confeſſion, 
commits ſo great an error againſt it, as to obtrude a Lye) or 
elſe he truſts to our ignorance of her preſent practice, for that ſhe 
is guilty in this particular, and the point efended too, I re- 
commend the Reader to the following Authorities. 


Pap. Nay, there is given them all poſſible inconragements, toencreaſe 
their Devotions, by ordaining and publiſhing maſt excellent Prayers. 
in vulgar Languages for their uſe, There u an exprejs Command 
eur bely Mother the Church, in the Council of Trent, that Paſtors in 
the time of Divine Service , ſhould expound to the Peoples capaci>. 
ties, &c. I nn 


| Anſw, I ſhall return my Anſwer, in theſe four particu 
1 | hl 2 
| Firſt, 
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Firſt, that all poſſible encouragement is not given where 
more may: but that more may, view Spain, France, and Italy, 
where Prayers are in Laine, unknown to many millions of & _ j 
and let us remark it, for a more infallible Truth, than an 
the Popes Chair can afford us, That the great Depth of the Poli 
cy Security of that Religion, lies in the ignorauce and fimpidity of 
the people. BIR 

Ja No thanks to the Rewayify, that the people have any 
where ſo much priviledge, asat any time to underſtand what 
they ſay : For this is only owing to the Light of Reformation , 
for that baving =—_ a diſcovery of the groſs darkneſs of po- 
piſh Practices, they were neceſſitated ro move ſomewhat from 
their ancient Cuſtoms, which i no better then 4 lame excuſe, made 
by a Thief caught in the Fat. Had there been no Luthers in Germa- 
. ner Twingleuffes is Switzerland, we could not expect, nor ever 
believe, that 1 Council of Trent would have allowed of that Li- 
berty; when te cloud the people, aud to lack mp their under ft andings in 
the Peper Arcanum, is the Dianian project of his Conclave, 

* Its worth our Obſervation, that thoſe very Books of 
Devotion are never doctrinal, I mean explenatory of their 
Principles (thoſe they hide) but filled with elegant Phraſes, and 
rare Curt of Imagery, faited to the affeftionate Paſſions, and velunt a» 
ry Humilities, of a ſort of people, whoſe Fndgment goes alwayes in the 
rear of thelr affetions, and that make their Religion of Shews and C em- 
eme m.. 
| Ay Burt I deny that they have the Nature of Prayer in them, 
and therefore the People are almoſt as much to ſeek in their own 
Language, as a ſtrange one. Prayer « the ow of Ged, no 
man can be ſaid to e who has not 1ſt A deep ſence of his 
own Wants: 2d Of the Reaſonableneſs of the Thing prayed 
for : 3d Enough of Faith to obtain: 4th A due Reverence of chat 
God, to whom he makes his ſupplication; For the Prayer of the 
Wicked ave an Abomination to the Lord, ſays the Divine Writ (or 
are no Prayers at all in a religious ſence) But if theſe Books of 
Devction were Prayers then might the Wicked as well pray as the Rig h- 
teons; for the Prayer 15 equally expoſed to the uſe of both. Tis not 
words make the Prayer; wherefare ſaid the Apoſtle, I will pray 
with the Spirit (there is the moſt eſſential part of Prayer, but 


this 
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this he might do to none but himſelf , ) and I will pray with Un- 
derſtanding alſo (by this he meant not in an unknown Tongue) 
It was the Subject of his Diſcourſe in his fourteenth chapter in 
bis firſt Epiſtle ro the Corriachians, _ But the Church of Rome has 
otherwiſe learnt, then had that good Apoſtle. 


In ſhort, We need the leſs wonder, at the unparxell'd villa. 
oy, which reigns throughout the Papacy, when we conſider 
bow Cardinal a Practice it is, for the People not ta underſtand how 
to be better: Their late Proſelites forgot, or elſe gever heard, 
how criminal it was te have an Engbſh Teſtament abowt One Hundred 
and Fifty Tears ſince, But rather then not, the Pit, will tan. 
Half- proteſtants, to fetch back, Proteſtants to be whole Papils . 
But ſuch might deſerve to be beg'd, had they but as much of Re- 
ligion, & ſometimes Fools uſe to bave of Eftate, What ſhall I ſay ? 
They are fit to believe any thing, whoſe Debaucher ies ha ve har- 
deaed them againſt any belief: when Sin has bans/ht all Fear of God, 
Intereſt fteps in iti place; and that Religion, which moſt promotes 
it, mult wich ſuch be the beſt, wherein che Papiſt, has only tha 
advantage of all others upon Earth. CRE 1 


The Report of Antiquity, and their own. - .- 
Practice. | 3 ; 


However in Proteſtant Countries, they are willing to bring 
their devotion into vulgar Languages; yet that its matter of! 
neceſſity, and not of choice, view Ita, Fraxce, Spain &c. 
where they retain their Laine Service, as. beneficial to the peo 
ple, whic — . — generally they underſti ad not 

Origen was againſt it, lib. 8. conc, Cell, fo Chriſt -Hew. Ls \ 
in 81 Johan. 471 de doct. Chriſti cap. 5. Avneſ upan 
I Cor. 14. Thus alſo their own Dells; Aquin. in Cora 
C affander Lirurg: cap. 18. ſo that they ert from Scripebe, FA. 
thers, and eit own Dottors. A ma en fa dot 


VIII; Of 
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VIII. Of Prayer for the Dead. 


PV Our Faith teaches us to Exerciſe Cbriſt ian Charity, by hun- 
ling eur ſelves before the divine Throne of Gods Mercy, to beg 
Forgiveneſs of the Debts and Treſpaſſes of theſe middle ſort of Chriſts- 
ans BY Auſtine, and the Council of Florence -_ them) —— 
not h ſufficient Fruits of Repentance, dying in the Com. 
ns od ay" ul; which 415 — of 28 relicvabi- 
by the Churches, or the Prayers of the Faithful ſurviving, ſpeaks what 
the Ancient cal Purgatory. 


Anſw. How much the Romiſb Faith, teacheth the holders of it, 
toexerciſe Chriſtian Charity, the Martyrolegies of theſe thou. 
ſand years may teſtifie, But they would have you know, they 
don't intend ſuch Perſons as were ative in theſe bloody Maſſacre: : for 
the ſingle merit of their horrid murders i ſuperarogatory, or more 
then ſnſficient to deliver them from the fiery Furnace * a clenfing Par- 
gatory : they took a ſhorter cut to Heaven; for inſtead of tra- 
velling the main Continent, They (blown with the freſh gale of 
their own cruelty) ſayld through the main Sea of Proteftant- 
Blood, 

But what Authorities have theſe men for their Aſſertion? 
Firſt, St Auſtin ; and ſecondly, The Council of Florence. To theſe 
I will ſpeak in the cloſe of this Head. Are theſe all? No, for 


fays he, 


Pap. (We are) Warranted herein, by the practice under the Law, 
recordedin the Maccabees, Which being in ns ſort reprehended by our 
Lord, er bis Apoftics, amongſt the reſt of the Jews anjepfal practices, 
was and is juſtly preſumed te have been allomed by him, as many 4 the 
F ather 5 unggr ſtood him in the Mount, and by them, 4 « hinted by St. 
Paul; wherewpon it bath been continued ever fince,as even Grave- Stones, 
and ati other Chriſtian Adonnments do witneſs. 

Anſw:. 


(a5). 


Anſw. I muſt confeſs 1 do not wonder that fo little reafont: 
ſhould induce a Romaniſt to believe, then which, nothing ſcares 
him more, But I cannot otherwiſe then admire, that any Fre- 

teſtant ſhould make ſuch poor Inſtances a ground of his return 
to Popery. 

1ſt, His Story of the Aacc abees is not cited, nor does he ve- 
. ry plainly refer us, | = 

zd, He knows the Proteſtants deny it the credit due to other 
. Scriptures, and the Papi; cannot but be conſcious to themſelves 

of inſufficiency to prove its Caron. * 

3d, 'Tis prepoſteroully lilly to ſay, that becauſe Chriſt did 
not particularly condemn the practice of praying for the Dead, 
(ſuggeſted to have ben Lied by the Maccabees) therefore it was 
alaudable Cuſton! , ace I my with equal reaſon argue, that 
becauſe Chriſt never mentioned the Marrabees, nor did parti- 
cularly own the Canon of their Writings, Therefore there 
v no ſuch people, and their Writings (if any) of no Authority. 

4th, The Fathers ſenſe (it theirs ) of chefe Scriptures, 
Mart. 5.29, 1 Cor 15. 29. mult needs be Non-ſence in the ab- 
ſtat, with all but Papiſts, who notoriouſly deny themſelves 
the uſe of Senſe; although I am of Opinion, the Fathers are 
much abuſed by the Author of this Confeſſion, or elſe we ſhould 
have had their Names in Capitals ; however, we will compare 
theſe Paſſages with this Opinion. 


Firſt, I thy Right- Eye offend thee, pluck, it aut, and caſt it from . 
thee , for its profitable for thee, that one of thy Members ſhould fem #% 
riß, and not that thy whole Body ſhonld be Caſt into Hell Fire, 
Matt. 5.29. ' 


Ergo what ? that there is a Purgatory after this Life ( ſays the Ro- 
maniſt) O Stupendious Folly & Weakneſs.: Is there iny thi 
plainer, then that Chriſt preacht a preſent practical Doctrine 
as that which ſtood every man upqn in this World, viz. The de- 
nia of his Luſts, and circumciſion of bis Corruptions. In mort, 
Since Chriſt was in the World, when- he ſake it, ſince was toprople - * 2» 
in the World, and a work then to be ſet abent; it is moſt evident the . 


* 


* 


£ 


Fe _ 


EF 


aſſdge bar no relation toa ſtate after this life (I mean for pin) 

ay, the ſtrongeſt Argument that is wel] conceiveable for the 
Contrary, may eaſily be deduced from hence. For if ſuch 4 
pluck not out their eyes here, (that us, prrge not themſelves of their 
iniquities, by unfeigned repentance) ſball be caft into Hell Fire, then 
there is no middle ſtate called Purgatory , but that fuck perſons as pluck. 
not ont their right eyes (that is) mortifie not their member; of corrupti- 
on here are — * into Hell Fire, The Text proves, therefore there is 
no middle ſtate ;, the contrary of Heaven may be affirmed, for Cen- 
trariorum eadem eſt ratio. 

24, Elſe, what ſhall they do that are baptized for the Dead? if the 
Dead riſe not at all , why are they then baptized for the Dead? 
I Cor. 15. 29. 

This Scripture is as much to his purpoſe as the former; and 
were I not uſed ſo frequently to meet with the like incoberenxcer, 
twould amaze me to read ſuch dif- joynted matter, and unnatu- 
ral conſequences; Things in their own nature ſo remote and 
oppolite : what relation has the Keſwrrettion, to the Souls enter- 
ing Pargatery, or that Popiſh middle ſtate > Who are they that are 
baptized ? And who thoſe for whom they were baptized ? And bow have. 
either any relation to Prayers fer the dead men and Souls in Purgatory ? 
But the Romani thinks however, that God 14 not offended at 
this charitable Practice: hear what he ſays. 


Pap. Neither can we diſcern, how poſſibly this may be conceived of» 
fenſive to Cod; whoſe Fuſtice herein we hope, and de humbly appeaſe, 
by an exerciſe of bretherly compaſſion. 


Anſw. It is no wonder at all that blind men do not ſee, and 
ſuch as Error has hood winkt for Generations, we can't think. 
ſhould diſcern Truth, till they. dare truſt their Zyes, Ears 
= Under ſtandings , to anſwer the end for which God gave 

em. 
There can be nothing conceived more offenſive to God, as. 
well as unreaſonable with men; then that-a mortal Creature 
(indebred himſelf, more then ever he can diſcharge) ſhould be able 
to appeaſe, the diſpleaſed Juſtice of an infinite God. The ro- 
garey of this ſaying, only fits the ſi ce and meaſure of 4 meritoriena + 

8 pit. 


J . 
o But the man fearing this retort; would anticipate its force 
an half confeſſion, and ſolution thus. 


Pap. There « no Law of Gid which aſſares 1a in rigeur of Juſtice 
1 Accept ante of 1 45 of another mas for my "Ag > this 


| e e prev we off rage and 1mpttra- 
tion for aur garden 


Anſw. If be could have given but one place of Scripture, it 
would have belpt the matter: But we take leave to ſay, we will 
not be wiſe (in this caſe) above what is written, and qued nou 
lego, non credo. I ſhall return this ſhort anſwer to this evaſion. 
It is a poor ſhift from the force of the Objection; for not only 
in the ſtricteſt, bur largeſt ſence too, God only, out of bus free 
Gift and Mercyin Chriſt eſu « Author of our Remiſſion, and For- 
giveneſs. Since there can ſcarcely be a more — 165 — _ 
that g man tunable to relieve himſelf, ſhould be 'the ccc 
ethers, in the ſame condition, whether by appealing Divine + Jaller. 
2 by ſeffrage only; (a word'incongruous, and inapplicable in 

is place, 

e what need is there for praying for Souls in P = ? that 
they ſhould be faved , — is held tor granted 
thither, Tit, they ſhould be delivered 1 that is the c 

uence of the Opinion. Or ven they, that God ſhould ferbear bis 
, and miti — wn ? which ſcems the moſt natural con- 


ſequence of opinion. 

If ſo, the — their 7—— — fer their that the 
end of the Chaſtizements are them for 
2 c 1054 75 this fry Aﬀictins 


much the leſs they ar 2 and gonſequently the more 2 Hee == 


ven. Jo that Snee — is — attainable, as their 


be the and 'd, they in 2 he co 
that G je mdf of ire, wrt to his Flames, | As brag 
fiery Tertures, that they may be the ſconer purg'd and 1 1 


Heaven. 


Thus whilſt the Rowansfts are ing for Pargatory, they ns 
fute themſelves by not — it, Phe * 


D 2 


" 


| (2%). ; 
*: ſhall conclude my ſence of this Point, with the Authoriey 
of Scripture, Reaſon, and Antiquity. ; 

Firſt, Then ſhall the Duſt return to the Earth, as it was, and the 
Spirit unto God who gave it, Eccleſ. 12.7. Gen. 3.9. (then not to 
Purgatory) 

Secondly, For there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nov 
wiſdem in the Grave, whither thou goeft , Eccleſ. 9. 10. (then none 
in Purgatory.) 

Fourthly, And they ſtoned Stephen, calling upon God, and ſaying, 
Lord peſus receive my ſpirit, Acts 7. 59. (no Purgatory till, but 
a certain immatable 8 | 


That it is againſt all Reaſon, I offer theſe 
Confiderations, 


1ſt, No man can merit for another; ver « it poſſible a poor in- 
dcbred man, ſhould pay anothers Debt (it may be greater then his 
own) and not be able to pay his own. 

zd, The Repentance ought to be, where the in is; bat the om 
Ss here, therefore ſhould the repentance te here allo. 

3d, Where there is a ceſſation from linning, there is a ceſſati- 
on from repentance ; bat there us 4. ceſſation from ſinning, therefore 
is there a ce([ ation from repent ance. 

Ach, What ever attends the Soul after ſeparation from this 
mortal life, 4 Immortal and Eternal; this none can deny; but 


Purgatery is a ſtate that attends the Soul after mortal life, and therefore 


ſay I, it is an Immortal and Eternal ftate. And if it be, it is either 
for ſomething, or nothing; if for nothing, God makes things in 
vain : If for the Soulr of men and women ,, then they are never to be 
rauſomed thence, But lince the Romanift. holds a redemption from 
thence, rheir confeſſion of the temporarineſs of that State, proves it a 
meer fi lion; for when the Saul is withdrawn from this vi ſibls mortal 
life, which ftauds in ti ne, it u centred in an inviſible and immortal tate, 
beyond the wings and reach of time. 

In ſhort, this Warld is the Stage, on which all men do act for 
Eternity; and every venture of theirs, brings its. true weight: 
4 eternal lif: or death. Death « the conſummaticn of all, and when 

we 


%? * 


: (29) | 
we ceaſe to work, we enter po reward. But if Purgatory were in 
being ; „ work were to be done there; which. becauſe it is 
abſurd to affirm, we conclude that ter Death we ceaſe from all dur 
labowrs, and enter upon t Recompence of everlaſting Happineſs or 
Miſery. "SIE 

I ſhall ſabjoyn ſome Authorities from Antiquity, 


The Senfe of Antiquity, and their 
own Authors. 


This Doctrine of praying for the Dea, we know was too old t 
practice, yet not ſo old as the Apeſfie. But how ? as for Souls in 
4 third place (for that theſe Romanifts mean v their Purgatory, 
however modeſt they ſeem by their half expreſſions) nothin 
leſs | however the Superſtition of the Papifts, has driven them 
into ſo foul an apprehenſion. But the Ancient believing t]. 
would be a general Day of 7udgment, prayed that God mold foew Sue h 
Mercy in that Day. Gregory the rl is ſaid to be it Father: cer- 
tain we are, that Superſtition was both it Mother, and it; Nurſe :. 
For that this fond Purgatorian opinion is altogether dew, read 
boch their own Aubert, and the Fathers. Polyd. cap. 1. D, Imven,” 
rerum. Alphonſ. 4 Caſtro lib. 8. verb. indul. ViS.12, lil. Pargat« 
ſo Sextus Sexefis, Medina, Caſſauder, and Bellarmine Him- 
ſelf. „ 

] hat the Fathers diſown'd it, It the fenſe afferted by the Re- 
mani; ; and particularly their great Saint Anguft. Let them per- 2 
uſe theſe places, 2ſt. Martyr, Reſp. ad queſt. 75. Cyprian a D 
metrian. Sect. 16, 22. and in Serm, de lapſes. Greg. Nadi. Orat., *® 
15. in play. grandinis, Angaſt, — cap. 68 '69. Again 4 
Dogmat, Eceleſ. 6. cap. 79. But above all, that the Rewins thi ® 
pray for thoſe, to whom they pray to intercedefor them, is mb. 
abſurd , yet this is frequent, But for this time efiough, 2 
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- and eternal Salvation; or dreadfull denounciation of eternal Damnati- 


of men, women, and Children, without any legal Preſentment, Tryal or 


(30) 


IX. Of the Moral Law, of obedience 
to Civil Magiſtrates. 


Ap. We further de firmly believe, aud highly reverence the moral 

Law , being ſo ſolemnly delivered to Moſes pn the Mount, 

ſo expreſly cenfirm'd by aur Savio, in the Goſpel , and contain- 

2 _ ſelf, ſe perfeft an Abridgement of our whole duty both to God 
as, 


Anſw. We may take his Belief tobe as hearty, as his Confeſſions 
are lincere ; I know not what to ſay more truly, then that bus 
whole Diſcouſe is an Irony; we are to meaſure it by contraries, eſpecially 
when the Fruit; give the Tree the Lye. 

How far the Reman-C atholicks reverence the moral Law, is 
— ſeen by conſidering, bew mam Laws they have made to de- 

roy *, 

iſt, That of Imager. For though God did expreſly injoyn 
Aoſer, That the Iſraelites ſhould not makg to themſelves, the likgneſs 
of any thing in Heaven or in Earth (whence the primitive Chł᷑ iſti- 
ans abborred paintwre) or when they had ſo done, that they ſbould 
not bow down unte it: yet, how many Edict are there in being, 
that require them to be ſet up in their Churches, as Laywens Ca- 
lenders, to whom daily homage is performed; they are the Splen- 
did Enjigus of the Popiſh-Pageantry- Religion. 

24, In not only diſpenſing with diſobedience in Children, 
but in exciting them to it, if they apprebend ſome ſervice to their 
Church, be it to make a Fryer, &c. 

3d, In thoſe frequent Bulls for Maſſacres, that can no more be 
denied, then light at Noon-day, by which People have been ſtirred 
ap, pon the promiſe of forgiveneſs of ins; redemption from Purgatory, 


ox, to cnterprize that work of murdering many hundred thouſands 
Cen- 


(31) | 

Conviftion. But the conſideration of theſe things, is too much 
out of faſhion in England ; {ince many embrace them upon 
their preſent diſguiſes, and not in their true ſanguinary ap- 
pearances. 

4th, The breach of the moral Law u ſignally manifeſt in their diſpeu- 
ſation: of publick, Stews, eſpecially at Rome; where the Popes Reve- 
nue is not a little greatned by the ungodly Licenſes. And it is 
too fatally known, that by ſuch immoral Courſes , they heave 
crept into the moſt Cabinet-Connſels of Princes ;, and not only rendred 
themſelves Maſters of their ſecrets, but inſinuated their project by the 
force of effeminate temptations ,, which, if deny'd, might eaſily be 
prov'd in the caſe of Hen, the fouth of Fraxce, and others. N 

5th, That Religion hath proved the greateſt T bief in nature: Its 
Popes, Cardinals, Arch-biſhops, Biſhops, Deans, Chapters, and whole 
Orders of Fryars, have near engroſſed the greateſt ſhare of the 
Wealth of Ewrepe, I mean of thoſe Countries, where yet they 
are Regent. Before Conflantine, bow mean and meek were Chriftian 
Miniſters ? but id his time, and a few Ages after, to what a fran 
degree of exorbitant Pride and Avarice did the Clergy mount, when ut 
could dare entitle Peters-Chair to the whole urid; Kingdoms and Em- 
pires myſt be given and taken with «WE WEFLE, OR WE 
GRANT &c, Fe ; 

View thoſe Conntries, and the univerſal poverty of them impute to 
thoſe Swarmes of Locuſts and Caterpillars, — hot b — —— | 
them :- This is a T beft, theugh leſs ſharking, yet more Criminal. 

6ly They actorionfy break the Alara Law, in that great 
Command, Theos ſhalt not bear Fal[e-witneſs gan thy Neige ee © 
which comprehends all T-arh-ſpeaking. 4 - = 

For as no witneſs is bound to _ further then by Inter- 
rogatories he is provok'd, ſo is it utterly impoſſible, that F r . 
Truth ſhould be told, or men fin in Lying (whilſt one #5: 

reateſt Sins) if the Romiſh Maxims were but once 2 

iced : Some of which I ſhall touch upon in the Sequel of this. 


Chapter. | 4 
As to that part of their Confeflion, which'may relate to their 
Keeping of Promiſe, and Paying Sus jectias to the civil Aren 3 


what Religion ſorver, and much more to theſe under whom they live +. 
purpoſely over lookt. becauſe. it is well known, that — 
; r 


F 


. 

have been To far from yielding obedience to the Magiſtrates of any 
* Keligion, that they have not ſtuck to Aſſaſſi nate thoſe of their own, 
to whoſe Power they owed their Civil and Religious Protection. And 
truly, if ſuch Doble Cords of Duty cannot tie the hands of men 
from Murdering their Natural and Religious Princes (as Henry 
the 3d and 4th of Frarce, both Kings of their Country, and 
therein of their Religion; becauſe a little — to the ſinĩ- 
ſter deligns of an inſolent Clergy- man or two) I think it necd- 
leſs to give their plainer Engliſh of Obedience, who ſo excellently 
render in the Paraphraſe of their life, 

I ſpeak not this to incenſe the Powers againſt them; for it is 
my real belief, that neither are all of them ſuch, nor would 7 rake 
the Burden off my own Shoulder, to lay it on theirs (being a profeſt 
Abettor of an univerſal Tolleration) Eut this being matter of 
fact, as they cannot deny it, ſo fhould 1 gladly bear of their 


confeſhion of theſe imp: -ric5 that they diſown the like pra- 

ctices, not by five gliſſet, b! « nert of life, and Reformation 

of Dettrine , which would y eucitle them to that verity, they 
o but hitherto fictitioully attribute to themſelves. 


The Senſe and Opinion of their own 
Authors, 


Firſt, Vaſquez teacheth, that not only an Image of God, but any 
Creature ia the World, reaſonable or unreaſonable, may without danger 
be worſhipped with God, as his Image. _T hat we ought ts adore the Ke- 
lignes of Saints, thongh under th form of Worms, De Adorat, 
lib, 3. diſp. 1. cap. 2. 

Secondly, They teach, That Children may diſobey their Parents, 
in being Nuns or Fryers : Ard this Girls may do at twelve, and Boys 
at fourteen years of Age. But the Council of Trent exlarged the Pa- 
rent. Authority to ſi teen. This wretched Doctrine was tavght and 
decreed by Pope Clement the third, Th. Aquin. and after him his 
Schollers taug ht the (ame, Cap. cum vir um de regular, Aquin. 2.2, 
qu. 88. art. 9. lib. 1. cap. 101. alſs in caſe the Parents were 
Herenchs, 

| Thirdly, 


| (33) . | 
Thirdly, F. Noble- Man Fd __ (lays Cardinal Toker) 
aud may eſcape by going away, he is not obliged to de it; but may kill 
bim that intends to ſtriię him with a ſtick, Jagrud. Sacerd. Lib. 3. 
Cap. 6. Num. 15. 

Fourthly, if 4 man be beaſtly drank, and then commits Fornication, 
it is no fin, Lib. 14. Cap. 13. N. 4. Alſo, That 4 man lie 
with women, to ſatisfie his carnal deſire, or for his health ſake Lib. 5 
; 4 10, 13. A man may led with his intended wife; nay, it us good 

to do ſo if the Marriage be deferred, ſays Emmanuel Fa. Aphor. tit. 
debitum conjugale 6. | | 

Fifthly, They inſtruſt how to be an honeſt Thief. Ir « lewfull to 
deceive vr rob a Brother, when to do ſo u neceſſary, to preſerve a good 
name. For no man u bound to reftore ſtolen goods, thus Naver. Car- 
dinal Cajetan, and Telet; who further add, That this is a Doitrine 


let. Inſtruct. Sacred. Lib. 5. Cap. 2. Manual. Cap. 18. N. 7. 

Sixthly, How juſt they may be to their Promiſes, how ſub- 
ject to the Supream Magiſtracy, and of how eminent ſervice to 
humane Societies, may beſt appear out of theſe following 
Maxims. 

If a man ſwear he will rake A. C. to wife, he may ſecretly mean (if 
bereafter ſhe pleaſes me) Inſtruct. Sacerd. lib. 4. cap. 21, 22. 

If a man [wear be will give a Thief — 0s be may ſecretly 
ſay, (if Ipleaſe to doit ) und then he is not Of this rare in- 
vention Vaſquez, vaunts not a little, as being gathered out of Au- 
guſt. and Aquin, In. 3. Tom. 4. qu. 93. art. 5. dub. 13. 

There are two diſtinft | Tribunals (ſays Becanus) and the Eecleſi- 
aſt ical is the Swperiour : And therefore, if a ſecular Prince gives his 
Subjet; a (afe conduct; he cannot extend it tothe Superionr T ribunal, 
nor by any ſecurity given, hinder the Biſhop, or the Pope te exerciſe 
their 7 ariſdiftion, Theol. Schola. That this is ſo, Th us call ro. 
mind, that the Pope, and other of his Eceleſafticks, did pre- 
vail at Corft ance, for the Burning of their Priſeners, J. Huls, &c. 
te whons [afe condutt was given. 

In ſhort, If 4 man have taken an Oath of 4 thing lam fall and honeſt, 
and in his power; yet, if he hinders him from doing à greater good, the 
Pope can diſpenſe with it, thus Cane Biſhop of * anaries, relict. 
de pœnitent. x | 

E The 


tanght by many, and which may . with a ſafe Conſcience, To- © N 
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The Popes Druunciat ion * Excommunicated Prince, diſ-in. 
gages bis Subjets from their Obedience; this was once our Caſe, as 
in Henry the eighth's time, Concer, Ecel. in Al. fol. 336. 

Nay, even before the Sentence be denounced, though the Subjects are 
not bound to it, yet lawfully they may deny obedience to an heretical 
Priace , thus Greg. de Valentia, Tom. 3. Diſp. 1. Qu. 12, 
pun. 2. 


, To conclude, the ingenuity of Panormitan and Maſconi us out- 
oes all. 

The firſt affirming, That the Pope hath power to diſence in all the 
Law: of God, Cap, propoſui de conceſſ. prebende, N. 20. 

The ſecond, with as much zeal aſſerting, Tha the Pope can 
diſpenſe above Law, and againſt Lam; for the Popes Tribunal and God: 
is bat one: And therefore every reaſonable Creature u4 ſub jelt to the 
Pepe Empire; as may be ſeen in his Diſcourſe of the Afajeſty of 
the Church Militant, et in lib. 1, de ſummo Pontif. 
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X. Of Eccleſiaſtical Hierarchy. 


P. e firmly believe, that according to Divine Ordination in the 

Catholick Church there ts a Hicrarchy, conſiſting of Biſhops, Prieſts, 
and Miniſters. He gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, aud other 
Evangeliſts, and other Paſtors and Dottors, to the conſummation of the 
Saints, wnto the Work of the Miniſtry, unte the Edifying of the Body 
of Chriſt, until we all meet in the Unity of Faith, and the Knowledge 
of the Son of God &c. | 


Its a great truth, that Biſ»ps, Paſtors, Teacbers &c. were gi- 
ven by Chrift peſiu, for the work of the Atixiſtry; but ve 
then? Can Romaniſt; make uſe of this to juſtific their moſt ijuri- 
ous and t)rannical Hierarchy ? Do the Scriptures of Truth tell us, 
that ever God gave /ordly, prond, and voluptuous Popes, Cardinals, 
Primats, Arch-biſheps, Deans, Chapters, Fryars, Nuns & c. for the 
ed:fying 
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(35) e 
edifying of the Church, and Body of Chrift ? The primitive Biſhops 
were to be blameleſ;, not living in all manner of uncleanneſs ; 
gentle, no Strikers, no Brawlers, nor Perſecuters of their Bre- 
threw, as are the Popes of Rome; apt to teach, not by roaring Nl. 
to Excommunicate ;, to eat and drink ſuch things as are ſet befote 
them; not racking and griuding the Faces of the Poor, the Widows, and 
the Fatherle(s, and extorting "heir labours, to greaten their Revenues, 
to live in Idleneſs, Pomp and Luſt. The Husband but of one Wife, 
nos Condemners of marrying of one honeſt Woman, and Diſpenſers with 
as many Whores as luſt may Require ,, Cardinal and eminent Points 
and Practices among the Romaniſts, 
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In ſhort the Romiſh Hierarchy is ſo far from being ſuited 
within the Order of the Ceſpel, by them quoted in their Con- 
feſſion; that the whole 4elge ot their lordly Popes, Cardinals, 
Arch biſhops, Biſhops, 7eſuits , and other Fryars of many ſorts, 
(eſteem'd of the Religious Tribe) b to over-ballance the 
civil Power , and render themſelves Maſters of the Swords and 
Purſes of Princes, and Comman-wealtht , to maintain them in eaſe, 
idleneſs, plenty, and pleaſure , and to blind the underſtandings 
of them they abuſe, that they may uſe them as the _— did 
Sampſon, when they had put out his eyes, to anſwer their own 
wicked ends, with the greater ſecurity. 


Toconclude, If we would not receive a Thief, antil be has repent= 
ed: let the Papiſt firſt recant hi voluminous Errors (not known 
in Scripture, nor ever heard of for Three Hundred Years toge- 
ther after Chriſt.) 

But above all, let u, have good Teftimony of his hearty ſorrow, 
for that Sea of Blood, ſhed in Eogland, France, Holland, Ire- 
land, Spain, Italy, Savoy, Switzerland, and Germany, of ma- 
ny Hundred Thouſands of poor Proteftants, that for pure Con- 
ſcience could not conform to their moſt exorbitant Practices, as 
well as new Doctrines, impoſed upon them: Such inhumane and 
barbarous Inventions and Cruelties, as no Age could ever para- 
lel; and are the only Demonſtrations of their wicked Wits, that 
livd in that; and that not only upon the Parties themſelves, but 
their poor, little, innocent —— For that Engliſh Proeftant 
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ſhould ſo far neglect theſe weighty Conſiderations, as to be gal 4 
and cheated out of the Religion purchas'd them, by their Mar- 
tyr'd Anceſtors, and perſwaded to embrace that Old, Bloody, 
Apoltatiz'd Church again, with all her flaviſh, as well as ridicu- 
lous Superſtition, is a Crime ſo offenlive to God, and intollera. 
ble to Men, as the time haſtens, That the very Stones of the Streets 
will riſe up in oy ment againſt them. 

Thus while ſome Proteſtants (and thoſe chiefly concerned in 
theſe Affairs) are moſtly buſied in PerſecutingDiſſenters , I hope 
it will not be ill reſented, that one of them, has, in the mean time, 
under-took- (though with much brevity) an Enervation of the 
Romans Faith, at leaſta detection of their Craft, their horrid 
Couſenage, and preſent way of inlinuation amongſt the Peo- 


ple. 

But we muſt once more declare, it is not our p-rpoſe to bring 
them under Perſecution , but to preſent the Pele with ſuch an 
Information, as may prevent them fron; eve; having power to 


perſecute others. 
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A Queſtionary P ſtſcript. 
Here ſubjoyn theſe few following Queries, which if 
the Romaniſls will franckly anſwer, and with that grave 


ſincerity that becomes ſo weighty an Affair; we may 
eaſily know where abouts they are. 


1ſt Whether we ought to believe and accept any Principle, as 
fundamentally True and Orthodox, that is not laid down, and 
avoucht to be ſuch by evident, Scripture, and the maſt pure and 
primitive Tradition | 

If they ſay, we cugbt, let them tell us out of what Scrip- 
ture we may read it; but if we ought not Then. 


2dly Whethe- the Doctrine of papal infallability of Tranſub- 
flantia'ion , of the Sacrifice of the Maſs ; of Images; ef - 
cular Confe fins; of Indulgences, of Pravers for the Dead; 
of Purgatory; of Prayers in Latine; of their whale Eecleſiaſli- 


recommended as Matter of Chriſtian Faith, and Diſcipline by 
Scripture and Antiquity? 


abſurd as to receive them > If they are taken thence, let them 
| aſſign us the places both in Scripture and primative Antiqui- 


particulars much more) are wholly Glent in ti e matter, any 
further then to furniſh us with pregnant Inſtances agairft thoſe 
idle Dotages,and groſs Superſtitions But, | 
2dly Whether in caſe they could not be confarmtd to, they 
werl4 allem To: leration ( were they powerful * 


cal Government, and pretended Religious ordert, be allowed ar 
It they are not to be found there, why ſhould any be * 


ty ʒ ſot the fitſt three hundred years after Chriſt land in ſome 


4tbly, . 


* 


aj 6 * (38) Sc. 3 
aibly Whether in caſe 5 — ſay Y E S, we ought to be- 
deve them ? Since its one of their moſt ſacred Maxims, Not to 
keep Faith with Hereticks ; 41 was ſeen in the caſe of thoſe of 
the Alpine Valleys, J. Huſ. &c. and in that they have in all 
Ages brought ſo great Deluge of Blood upon the European World. 


5thly Whether it be the Interreft of the Engliſh Nation to ſub- 
ject ber ſelf to a Popifh Toak ? Conſidering the incomparable 
Bloody Maſſacrees of that ſort of men in ſeveral Reigns, with the 
[piritual Tyranny ſhe vnd b, ing upon her ſelf, which muſt end 
in the drayning of her People to enrich the Papacy, who makes it 
4 fundamental Maxim, That the Enriching of the Cburth (or 
rather the impovering of the people)is the Securing of it : For 
Seculars being impoveriſht, 4s of old, the Church Party will have 
the Treaſury, and conſequently the tryumphing Power is her 
hands, which brings tothe antient Arrogancy of Popes, via. 
Setting their Feet upon the Necks of Princes, 


6thly and Laftly, Whether the Deſien of Popery be not an 
utter deſtruction of all true and ſollid Religion,and the introduci l- 
0n of Formality and Superſtition, to the in ſecuring of civil Au- 
thority, and putting the Peoples Fudgment into the Prieſts In- 
quiſition * Since the moſt 7znorant and careleſs, or the moſt 
vitious and prophane,are generally found to be their Noſelites; 
Their Religion (by reaſon of its latitude in point of 7ndu!gence) 
being an open Sanitary to refuge all looſe and deboiſt Livers, 


THE END. 
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Reader, 
Aſte and difficulty in Printing have occaſioned ſome fer 
Errors, which thou art deſired th to Excuſe and Correct. 


Page Line Errors Corrected. 


. laft ceived received 
8 21 T heophilef® Tbeophilast 
10 23 Author Authors 
* 22 13 better letter 
25 I reaſons reaſon 
31 . the theſe 


render in render it in. 


